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Members’ meetings are held in the Grange Hall on the first Thursday of each month (except August when
there is no meeting). Doors open at 2pm and refreshments are available. Group stalls advertise activities
and enrolment. Announcements are made at 2.30pm followed by the Guest Speaker

OUR CHAIRMAN’S NEW YEAR LETTER TO MEMBERS
Well 2020 is well underway but there is still time to send best wishes to
everyone for the best year possible.
Last year was successful with membership passing 600 and Groups approaching 50 with some new popular groups launched and some favourites such as our
Bridge Group finding themselves “ physically “ full. We need Bridge 2 but as ever we
need a volunteer to lead it.
At this time of year volunteering is very much at the front of my mind with The AGM
looming in March.
Successful years only happen because of hard working volunteers, The Committee,
Group Leaders, Technology support, Teas and Coffees, Front of House, The Newsletter
and many many more. Thank you volunteers.
Without being overly dramatic we will need a new Treasurer in March 2021. Yes I do
mean March 2021 but this is a role that benefits from some lead in time and hand over.
This is particularly important as next year we plan to go onto a new simplified U3A accounting system. So the hunt is on. Is it you ? Who do you know ? Please help ! Please
volunteer if you can. Believe it ,being on the committee is fun, stimulating and satisfying.
Honestly!
The Annual General Meeting will proceed our March Meeting on Thursday 5 th March.
Timings as normal. At the time of writing all your committee have confirmed a willingness to stand for re-election. Thank you ! However if you have an interest in the committee roles do have chat with me.
Best Wishes,

Malcolm

Chairman
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2020 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL SESSIONS
Thursday 28th January 2-4pm, The Radcliffe Room, The Grange, Radcliffe on Trent.
The Committee have organized this session for your benefit to make it easy to renew in
the first year of using the new system.
Come along and enjoy a tea /coffee and biscuit and bring your completed membership renewal
form - which you would have received by email or post – together with your subscription fee and
we will give you your 2020/21 membership card. Last year’s membership number (beginning
with a 3) is now your Radcliffe on Trent U3A ‘Lifetime’ membership number, so if you know it,
put it on the form, if not we will find it for you and if you don’t have a renewal form you can collect and complete one at the session. Anyone wishing to join Radcliffe on Trent U3A is also welcomed to come along to the session. However, if you are unable to attend the session you can
always renew or join at the Thursday monthly meetings or by post.
Diane Kidger – Membership Secretary

0115 9811247

or

radcliffeu3a.members@gmail.com

TRIPS AND OUTINGS
Please note the following Trips & Outings for this year
Thurs May 21
Stamford, Guided tour of Burghley House with Afternoon Cream Tea Tickets available at March
meeting
Weds June 24
Kilworth Open Air Theatre to see Production of “Carousel” This trip is fully booked
Weds July 15
Visit to Bomber Command, Lunch & River Boat Trip at Lincoln Tickets available at May meeting
Tues Aug 4
Garden Centre near Oakham with Lunch & visit to Hanwell Estate Vineyard with talk & Wine
Tasting Tickets available at June meeting
Tues Oct 13
York Entrance to Jorvik Centre then Afternoon Cream Tea at the famous Countess of York Victorian Railway Carriage situated in the York Railway Museum. Tickets available at July meeting
Unfortunately, we cannot reserve tickets before the sale date.
Tickets will be limited to each trip so please come early to reserve your preferred trip.
If you would like further information on any of the trips please contact: Steve Harris on tel: 0115 9333011 or….

Sandra Straw on tel: 0115 9123141
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OUTINGS GROUP - DAY TRIP TO RENISHAW HALL
On a damp November day a cheery contingent of 51 of our members set off on a coach trip to Renishaw Hall in Derbyshire, to enjoy a house tour and early Christmas meal. The current owner of Renishaw is Alexandra Sitwell, the
daughter of the late Sir Reresby and Lady Sitwell. Her family have lived at Renishaw for nearly 400 years. The Sitwells have always been avid collectors and patrons of the arts and the history of the family is filled with “writers, innovators and eccentrics”. The house was originally much smaller, being built during the boom of the industrial revolution
then acquired by the Sitwells and substantially and lavishly extended into the stately home it is today.
We enjoyed a very interesting guided tour of the house, which is still a cosy family home and which had been tastefully decorated in a Victorian Christmas style. The tour took in lavishly decorated living and dining rooms as well as the
old kitchen, which sounds like a dangerous place, as we were told that a member of staff would receive a £5 bonus
for putting out any Kitchen Maid who happened to catch fire!
The small on-site museum is dedicated to the Sitwell family including the most famous of them, the literary trio of
Edith, Osbert and Sacheverell Sitwell, who played a huge part in the artistic and literary world in the early part of the
last century.
After the tour we enjoyed a lovely early Christmas dinner followed by Christmas Pudding and coffee, served up in the
dining area, an old converted stable block. We were well attended to by the professional and friendly staff of Renishaw on what was their first day of their 2019 Christmas season.
Despite the grey and damp weather some hardy souls explored the grounds and shopped for gifts before our departure for home.
Philip Gregg

AVIATION AND AEROSPACE GROUP
Tuesday 4 February at 2.00pm at The Grange - 'The New Space Race'.

The first space race was between nations, vying to be first into space and land men on the
Moon. The new space race, which is only just starting, is more about the development of profitable commercial space businesses. We shall look at the landmark developments that have identified the progress of the major players, at what they have achieved so far and what they hope to
achieve in the near future.
Our speaker for our March 3rd meeting is Brian Cleary, brother of our member Pat Cleary. Brian
lives in Cambridge and is a renowned aviation historian and author and regularly writes for the
well-known aviation magazine 'Fly Past’. This will be Brian's second talk he has given us and is
titled ….. 'The tale of a Handley Page - The story and exploits of a biplane bomber in the
Dardanelles in WW1’ On a fine morning in May 1917 a heavily laden Handley Page 0/100 biplane bomber left Manston in Kent on a special secret mission and a record breaking long distance flight. Its purpose was to fly across Europe to the Dardanelles to bomb ships in Constantinople harbour, specifically the ex German cruisers Goeben and Breslau. This presentation will
tell the story of that extraordinary mission and the subsequent fate of the Handley Page in the
hands of one of the most famous pilots of all time - Sir John Alcock of transatlantic flight fame .
Mike Seymour
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JIVE GROUP
The U3A Jive Group are now well into their second year since starting up in September 2018.
The Wednesday afternoon jive lessons for beginners and improvers at Radcliffe Hall every week
continue to be the main regular event, but the group is now developing an active social life beyond the lessons – largely thanks to our efficient new social committee.
We have a regular monthly “catch-up” meeting over tea/coffee and cakes at the Atrium and our
Christmas lunch at Radcliffe Golf Club was enjoyed by all of the good turnout. As members have
become a bit more confident about jiving in public, we also look out for social dances elsewhere
wherever there is a live band performing with jiving opportunities.
In November we supported the “Glen Darren and the Krew Kats” R.S.P.C.A. Charity dance at the
Royal British Legion and in December we turned out in force for Vince Eager's Christmas Charity
event at Grange Hall – once again to raise funds for the R.S.P.C.A.
In January there was our successful trip to Nottingham Playhouse where, after a pre-theatre Thai
meal, we watched the musical “Swinging at the Cotton Club” - the story of the 1920's night club in
New York where the Jive, Jitterbug, Lindy Hop, Charlston etc. dances first evolved.
The group has also been approached by the Radcliffe Royal British Legion who are looking to expand their number of social events. They asked whether it would be of interest to us if they were
to start up once-per-month “Rock'n'Roll Party Nights” with live bands. We were only too happy to
say “Yes Please!!”. Radcliffe is fortunate to have it's own British Legion Club and we have promised to give them as much support on these evenings as possible.
After kicking things off with a great event on Saturday January 25 th. with the “Boppin' the Blues”
band, it is then the turn of the “Rocket 88” band on Saturday February 15th. - followed on Friday
March 20th. by “The Moonshiners” - and more of the same every month for the foreseeable future!
All U3A members are very welcome!! Come and just enjoy the music even if the dancing isn't
quite your cup of tea - yet!! Keep an eye out for posters for each event around the village. Tickets
are available from the Legion or the Pen2Paper shop in the village.
Chris Worthington - Group Leader. Interested then email : worthington690@btinternet.com

BOOK APPRECIATION
GROUP
The Book Appreciation Group
enjoying their Christmas lunch
at Platform 29Café, Station
Terrace, Radcliffe.
We went on to have a very
successful and enjoyable poetry session: a good time was
had by all.
Sue Terry
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FAMILY HISTORY GROUP – A Journey of Discovery
I think all of us in the Family History Group feel we are on a Journey of Discovery, finding ancestors and even living relatives. For me it started initially some years ago when I decided to look at
my father’s history, with the surname McDonald I expected to end up with Scottish ancestors. I
got stuck in Stamford and gave up.
Just over a year ago I re-joined the U3A Family History Group and moved on to my mother’s family, little did I know that I would find a connection with another member of the group. OK so we
are both Nottingham born and bred. For my birthday last year my husband treated me to an ancestry DNA test, from that I was contacted by a DNA match, a second cousin I didn’t know who
lives in Canada and we exchanged emails, information and photographs, .... what happened next
brought me back to the person sat next to me in the group, when we were showing photographs
and with Dave Morgan’s help trying to date them.
When I showed a photo of my Great Aunt Mahala Eleanor Pembleton nee Machin and one of her
husband Henry Leonard Pembleton in uniform. Judith said ‘I’ve got Pembleton’s in my family,
they lived in Arnold.’ Henry Leonard Pembleton b. 1879 married my Great Aunt Mahala in1905 in
Nottingham they had 2 children born in Nottingham, Henry Leonard went to Canada but it looks
as though Mahala waited until after the birth of daughter Eva before joining him in Canada, they
had 2 more children born in Canada before Henry died in WW1 in France 1917.
I had the photo of a soldier written on the back was Pte. H. L. Pembleton 54th Batt C.E.F. 126948
I didn’t know who he was until I was contacted be my 2nd cousin in Canada. I hadn’t looked at
the Pembletons as he wasn’t a direct ancestor of mine, however Judith got me hooked on finding
out more about my Great Aunt’s husband’s family. The research Judith had done was invaluable.
Here is our link, we need to go back 2 more generations Noah Pembleton b. 1816 - his sister was
Mary Pembleton b. 1819 she was Judith’s great, great grandmother. Noah Pembleton’s son was
also Noah b. 1855 he was Henry Leonard Pembleton’s father. Judith was also able to help with a
photo taken in Nottingham of a little girl called Dorothy sent from Canada, but unknown to my
cousin in Canada, we believe she is Dorothy Pembleton b. 1902 and lived in Arnold.
We are still on our Journey of Discovery.
Christine Harbidge

PROPOSED NEW GROUPS
The following suggestions have been made for new
groups within our U3A.
- Monthly Pop Quiz, listening to music and identifying songs and artists from the 1950s, 60s and 70s.
- A second Bridge Group has been suggested
since there is no more room (literally!) in the current one.
- I-pad User Group. In response to several requests, we are now in a position to get this Group up
and running.
Please contact us if you are interested or able to help in
any of the above.
Jan Tel: 0115 8457398 or Carol Tel 07742434437

CLASSICAL MUSIC APPRECIATION
GROUP
The Classical Music Group will meet
on Thursday 20th February 2020 from 10.30
to 12.30 in the Dowson Room at the Grange.
£1.50 per head, including tea/coffee/biscuits.
New members welcomed. For further details
contact :Joyce Bullimore
joyce@bullimore.f9.co.uk.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC GROUP.
For our January meeting, we visited Lizarc Photographic Studio in the British Legion Hall.
We learned about different light qualities arising from varying locations. Understanding the value
of adjusting White Balance was especially useful and finding out how to customise it in specific
circumstances is really helpful.
Applying this technique to the Still Life set up was a revelation and we were all quite excited by
the results; the difference this makes, particularly to indoor photographs is really quite amazing.
Overall the experience was valuable and rewarding and we are grateful to photographer Rez for
his time and patience, as well as his offer to help us again in the future.
David Henderson Group Leader . Email : davikath@virginmedia.com

U3A EX-FLOWER ARRANGING GROUP
Roll up their sleeves to produce table arrangements for our Christmas Party
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MARCH’S U3A MONTHLY MEETING - GUEST SPEAKER

On Thursday March 5 at the Grange Hall, Radcliffe-on-Trent, doors open at 2-00 p.m. for coffee. Our guest speaker on that day is Rosemary Gibson who will give a talk to the Radcliffe on
Trent U3A about the history of canals in general and the Grantham canal, in particular She will
describe what working life was like during working days and what the Grantham Canal Society
is doing to maintain and restore this valuable part of our historical and environmental heritage.
Penny Tytler, U3A Publicity Officer

On Thursday February 6th, Kevin Powell will give a talk to this U3A entitled “A Place to
Rest….in Peace”
He will talk about the strange fascination people have for old cemeteries. Nottingham has two of them. The General
Cemetery and the Church (Rock) Cemetery, which both came about out of necessity in the mid19 th century.
As Nottingham’s industrial heritage grew, so did its population. The town soon became overcrowded, so when death
and disease struck, the town’s graveyards quickly filled and so two new cemeteries were created.
Each cemetery has its own story to tell. This talk will tell their story and look at those who………Rest in Peace there.
The U3A meets at the Grange Hall in Radcliffe and doors open at 2.00pm.
Penny Tytler
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SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING
GROUP
Dancing has resumed for the season. Why
not join us to have fun, learn and exercise
with others?
We meet in St Mary's Church hall, 2-4pm
on Wednesdays (excluding the last
Wednesday of each month).
Just turn up or contact Jean Hudsongroup leader via our U3A website or
email : rotscd@gmail.com with your
questions.
.

MEETERS and GREETERS
We need 2 or 3 extra members to
welcome visitors to our monthly
meetings.
Please contact Mary Smith via email on:mary.11.smith@outlook.com
or tel: 0115 933 4482 if you would like to
join our team

U3A KNIT & NATTER GROUP
The Group roll up their sleeves to produce another months bumper supply of items for Neo-Natal
Unit, Nursing Homes and the Homeless

NOTE FROM THE EDITORS
Radcliffe U3A now has 50 activity
or interest groups.
Thanks to Group Leaders for their
articles and contributions in this
months bumper edition of our
Newssheet
All our members love to know what
other groups do and get up too

THANKS AGAIN
And please send your items and
pics to:
radcliffeu3a.news@gmail.com

PLAY READING GROUP

IMPORTANT NOTICE

We meet in the Rainbow
Room at St Mary's for a 2pm
start.
The next sessions are:
Thursday 27th February
Thursday 26th March
New Members Welcome
For further details contact :
Jan Powis , Group Leader
on email ;
jan_powis @yahoo.co.uk

MARCH’S
NEWSSHEET
The deadline for your MARCH issue of
our U3A monthly Newssheet .
Please send your news, articles and
photos by 21st FEBRUARY to
our new email address which is

radcliffeu3a.news@gmail.com
Thank you Editorial Team

